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Politics master classes for 10 year olds
In London classrooms, 10 year olds have been getting a taste of political life as they set up and run their own societies.  Education charity My Voice London is working with schools to support “MicroSocieties” in which children run their own society, complete with government, currency, businesses and taxation.  Local MPs and Councillors have faced a grilling from their young constituents, as they delivered master classes in government in primary schools.
Stephen Hammond, MP for Wimbledon told pupils at The Priory CofE School that “What is really impressive about MicroSociety is that you have to think thorough all the challenges that we as lawmakers have to face”.
The incoming governments in these MicroSocieties face some hard tasks.  How should government manage the economy? How much should tax be?  What laws will the society need?  How do you choose the best civil servants?  Societies will also tackle the thorny problem of whether to allow their politicians to also run businesses – how to handle the conflicts of interest?
Gillian Morris, Chief Executive of My Voice London said, “The objectives of the programme are to help pupils explore in a practical and creative way, the workings of a parliamentary democracy.  They will develop social skills such as communication, problem solving, negotiation and decision making by working co-operatively in groups, and by interacting with visitors from outside school.  It is wonderful to see how the children grow in their understanding and confidence – and challenge us to look afresh at how the real world runs.”

Children are helped in their deliberations by master classes run by business people.  Brian Fitsall, Business Consultant said, “Children, teachers and OFSTED are highly complementary of this program that helps 10 and 11 year olds understand the society in which they live, and the role that they can play in improving it. My frustration is that despite the universal praise for it, there is a great danger that it will have to cease due to a lack of funding.”
A study visit from Ofsted concluded that “Our overall evaluation is that the programme provides pupils with very good learning experiences to develop their economic and business understanding and their enterprise skills and has excellent potential for further development.”

To find out more about My Voice London’s MicroSociety programme and their other projects supporting underprivileged young people in London, please call 020 8545 2131.
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My Voice London is celebrating a year in which their quality has been recognised by three national awards - they were the first organisation in London to achieve the new National Award for Education Business Excellence and were recognised as an Investor in People and a National Approved Provider for mentoring.
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