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Charity celebrates ‘Big Society’ volunteers

As Prime Minister David Cameron has been promoting his vision of a Big Society, a local young people’s charity has been celebrating its biggest ever army of volunteers and is seeking to expand even further in coming months.

My Voice London has for over a decade been mentoring young people and helping them improve their lives with a small team supported by 100 dedicated volunteers.

As the end of the school year, chief executive, Gillian Morris, said: “Amid the Prime Minister’s talk of a Big Society of volunteering, it is easy to forget that, across the capital for many years, hundred of thousands of people have been quietly doing their bit to make life easier for others. My Voice London absolutely depends on a vast army of well-trained, highly-motivated volunteers from all over South London.”

Gillian thanked the dedicated volunteers who have been mentoring young people in schools across South London. They help young people with a variety of problems. They may be at risk of exclusion, have behavioural problems, face challenging situations at home, have difficulties getting along with their peers, or simply find the transition to adulthood difficult.

“Our volunteers have the capacity to change lives”, says Gillian Morris, chief executive. “They make the difference between simply surviving at school and thriving. During the past year for example we have seen young people who were at risk of exclusion get college places.   Our volunteers come from all age groups and all walks of life. What they have in common is the ability to listen in a non judgmental way and a desire to use their own life experience to help others.

Of course they are trained and supported by the team at My Voice London.  If you would like to change a young person’s life please call Gillian on 020 8545 2131.
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My Voice London is celebrating a year in which their quality has been recognised by three national awards - they were the first organisation in London to achieve the new National Award for Education Business Excellence and were recognised as an Investor in People and a National Approved Provider for mentoring.
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